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Htttuprattg  of  Arkanaaa 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Introductory 


Perhaps  the  two  outstanding  incidents  in  the  history 
of  the  University  of  Arkansas  for  the  past  two  years  are  the 
celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  University, 
which  was  held  in  June,  1922,  and  the  placing  of  the  Uni- 
versity on  the  approved  list  of  the  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Universities. 

The  Semi-Centennial  drew  to  the  University  a  very 
large  number  of  alumni,  former  students  and  distinguished 
guests  not  only  from  Arkansas,  but  from  distant  states. 
The  whole  celebration  was  planned  with  a  view  to  present- 
ing to  the  visitors  an  idea  of  the  accomplishments  of  the 
University  and  its  service  to  the  state  in  the  first  fifty 
years  of  its  existence.  There  was  a  series  of  very  notable 
addresses.  A  pageant  of  unusual  merit  portrayed  the  his- 
tory of  the  state  and  of  the  University.  The  entire  faculty 
and  student  body,  together  with  many  alumni  and  citizens 
of  the  state,  co-operated  in  making  the  affair  a  success. 

Probably  one  of  the  best  results  of  the  Semi-Centennial 
Celebration  was  the  enthusiasm  aroused  among  the  alumni. 
In  a  material  way  they  gave  vent  to  this  enthusiasm  by  in- 
augurating a  movement  for  the  raising  of  an  alumni  fund, 
the  first  $10,000  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  a  student  loan 
fund  and  the  balance  for  some  other  legitimate  and  neces- 
sary University  purpose.  The  Financial  Officer  of  the 
University  is  custodian  of  the  fund.  At  the  present  time 
$6125.91  have  been  subscribed,  and  the  amount  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

The  Association  of  American  Universities  has  a  mem- 
bership of  twenty-five  large  universities  which  specialize 
in  post-graduate  work  leading  to  the  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
degree  and  in  the  highest  grade  of  professional  work. 
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This  association  maintains  a  list  of  approved  colleges  and 
universities  whose  graduates  it  admits  to  its  post-graduate 
and  professional  schools  without  any  conditions.  There 
are  almost  700  colleges  and  universities  in  the  United 
States,  but  only  160  of  them  are  on  the  approved  list  of 
the  Association  of  American  Universities.  To  be  placed 
on  that  list  is  the  highest  recognition  that  can  come  to  any 
college  or  university,  so  far  as  quality  of  work  is  con- 
cerned. There  are  only  19  institutions  in  the  entire  south 
on  this  list,  whereas  the  total  number  of  colleges  and  uni- 
versities in  the  south  is  approximately  ten  times  that  many. 
Among  the  benefits  coming  to  tan  institution  as  the 
result  of  being  placed  on  this  approved  list  are  that  its 
graduates  will  be  admitted  to  all  the  great  universities  of 
the  United  States  and  of  Europe  with  their  work  in  the 
University  of  Arkansas  accepted  at  full  value;  graduates 
of  the  institution  will  have  no  trouble  in  securing  teachers' 
certificates  in  other  states;  graduates  who  receive  appoint- 
ments as  Rhodes  Scholars  will  be  admitted  to  Oxford 
University,  England,  without  examination;  and  women 
graduates  will  become  eligible  for  membership  in  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women. 

Report  of  the  Survey  Commission 

The  legislature  of  1921  provided  for  an  educational 
survey  of  the  University  to  be  carried  out  by  experts  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  legislature.  These 
experts  came  to  the  University  and  remained  for  seveml 
weeks  in  the  spring  of  1921.  Their  report  has  been  pub- 
lished and  distributed  to  the  public.  The  members  of  the 
legislature  have  had  opportunity  to  read  it  and  no  attempt 
will  be  made  here  to  discuss  the  report  in  detail. 

It  might  not  be  improper,  however,  to  point  out  some 
of  the  important  facts  brought  out  in  the  report.  It  was 
found  by  the  Survey  Commission  that  in  the  matter  of 
buildings  and  educational  equipment,  such  as  libraries, 
laboratory  apparatus,  etc.,  the  plant  of  the  University  is 
entirely  inadequate.  It  was  frankly  stated  that  this  con- 
dition is  due  to  the  failure  of  the  state  to  make  appropria- 


tions  absolutely  necessary  to  construct  buildings  and  pro- 
vide equipment. 

Of  the  other  constituent  necessary  to  the  making  of  a 
great  university,  namely,  the  faculty,  the  Commission 
spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise.  It  pointed  out  that 
the  faculty  consists  of  able  men  and  women,  the  great 
majority  of  whom  have  obtained  graduate  degrees  from 
the  greatest  universities  in  the  world,  and  all  of  whom 
are  devoted  to  their  work  and  to  the  University.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  recent  placing  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Arkansas  on  the  approved  list  of  the  Association 
of  American  Universities  is  due  to  the  fine  work  of  the 
faculty  of  the  University,  who  have  carried  on  nobly, 
though  laboring  under  the  handicap  of  lack  of  equipment 
and  facililties. 

The  Survey  Commission  recommended  that  increased 
appropriations  should  be  made  to  the  University  for  main- 
tenance and  for  equipment,  and  that  a  building  program 
should  be  at  once  entered  upon  which  would,  within  the 
next  few  years,  place  upon  the  University  campus  a  half 
dozen  or  more  modern  education  buildings  of  adequate 
size. 

student  Enrollment 

In  the  report  to  the  legislature  of  1921  the  following 
statement  was  made:  "A  conservative  estimate  indicates 
an  attendance  in  the  University  of  1500  in  1924  and  2000 
in  1928".  At  the  present  writing,  December,  1922,  there 
tare  1298  students  enrolled  in  the  University  at  Fayette- 
ville.  The  experience  of  other  years  indicates  that  this 
number  will  rise  to  approximately  1400  before  the  end  of 
the  college  year.  The  average  increase  in  enrollment 
for  the  past  two  years  has  been  150.  The  prediction  that 
the  University  would  have  1500  students  by  1924  is,  there- 
fore, probably  understated  rather  than  exaggerated. 

The  plain  truth  is  that  right  now  the  University  has 
more  students  than  can  be  properly  cared  for  with  its 
present  space  in  buildings,  educational  equipment  and 
faculty.    Many  of  the  sections  of  the  freshman  and  sopho- 
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more  classes  are  too  large  for  the  students  to  receive  the 
full  benefit  of  the  instruction  given.  All  standardizing 
associations  of  colleges  place  the  maximum  number  of 
students  that  should  be  taught  in  one  section  of  a  class  at 
30.  During  the  fall  term  of  the  present  year  the  University 
has  74  sections  of  more  than  30  students  each.  In  many  of 
these  the  numbers  run  up  to  50  or  more.  There  should  be 
lat  least  eight  additional  teachers  in  the  University  this 
year  in  order  to  make  it  possible  to  reduce  the  size  of 
classes  to  the  proper  number. 

This  year,  in  order  to  obtain  space  for  carrying  on 
the  necessary  class  work,  and  to  accomodate  the  great 
number  of  students,  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  about 
one  half  of  Gray  Hall,  one  of  the  men's  dormitories,  and 
convert  it  into  a  building  for  class  rooms,  laboratories, 
and  offices. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  in  all  divisions 
of  the  University  for  the  college  year  1921-22  was  3962. 
This  included  not  only  the  students  enrolled  in  the  regular 
nine  months'  session,  but  the  summer  school  students,  the 
short  courses  for  farmers,  and  others,  the  general  exten- 
sion classes  taught  by  members  of  the  University  faculty 
at  other  places  than  Fayetteville,  and  the  students  in  cor- 
respondence courses. 

For  the  present  year  the  University  has  an  increase 
of  about  15%  over  the  attendance  of  last  year.  This  in- 
crease came  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  average  college 
or  university  in  the  United  States  this  year  did  not  have 
any  increase,  and  in  many  of  them  the  attendance  decreas- 
ed. The  principal  increases  in  the  University  of  Arkansas 
this  year  were  in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  in 
the  College  of  Agriculture. 

The  rise  in  attendance  in  the  College  of  Agriculture 
in  the  last  five  years  has  been  especially  noteworthy.  In 
1917-18  the  enrollment  in  the  College  of  Agriculture  was 
81.  At  the  present  writing  there  are  200  enrolled  in  this 
college  and  the  total  enrollment  for  the  session  will  be  220 
or  more.  This  means  an  increase  of  150%  in  five  years. 
The  increase  this  year  over  last  year  amounts  to  35%, 
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The   Building   Program 

The  number  of  college  students  in  Arkansas  as  com- 
pared with  many  other  states  has  always  been  relatively 
small.  As  has  frequently  been  pointed  out,  this  has  been 
due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  there  have  not  been  enough 
high  schools  in  Arkansas  to  supply  a  large  number  of 
high  school  graduates  capable  of  entering  college. 

The  number  of  high  school  graduates  is,  however,  in- 
creasing. It  is  almost  certain  that  300  or  400  additional 
students  will  apply  for  admission  within  •  the  next  two 
years.  Unless  additional  buildings  are  provided  the  pres- 
ent congested  conditions  will  be  greatly  accentuated. 
It  is  imperative  that  the  following  buildings  be  provided 
for  by  the  next  general  assembly: 

A  building  for  Agriculture  and  Science  $300,000.00 

A  Gymnasium,  Auditorium  and  Armory  300,000.00 

A  building  for  Science  or  Engineering  150,000.00 

Farm  buildings  50,000.00 

Electric  Light  and  Power  Plant  35,000.00 


Total  $835,000.00 

The  millage  tax  which  the  University  receives  is 
barely  adequate  for  maintenance  and  operation.  Build- 
ings will  therefore  have  to  be  secured  from  some  other 
source.  An  additional  millage  tax  of  2/10  of  a  mill  for 
building  purposes  would  make  it  possible  to  retire  within 
twenty  years  an  issue  of  state  notes  that  would  be  sufficient 
to  construct  the  buildings  which  are  at  present  necessary. 
Another  possible  source  from  which  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary money  would  be  the  proceeds  of  a  severance  tax  on 
natural  resources. 

Agricultural    Experiment  Station  Work 

The  demands  of  the  farmers  of  the  state  upon  the 
agricultural  experiment  station  have  become  so  great  that 
it  is  no  longer  possible,  with  the  main  station  at  Fayette- 
ville  and  the  various  rented  pieces  of  land  in  other  imrts 
of  the  state,  to  carry  on  the  work  which  will  give  the 
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farmers  the  desired  information.  The  legislature  of  two 
years  ago  provided  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a 
cotton  branch  experiment  station  somewhere  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  state.  Through  a  technicality,  however, 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  money  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
intended. 

The  next  legi^^lature  should  be  asked  to  pass  a  bill 
providing  a  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  a  farm  for  a  cotton 
branch  experiment  station  to  be  located  somewhere  in  the 
central  part  of  the  state,  a  farm  for  la  rice  experiment 
station  in  the  rice  belt,  and  probably  a  small  farm  for 
experiments  in  truck  and  fruit  growing  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  state.  Tha  act  should  also  carry  appropria- 
tions for  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  experiment 
stations.  The  student  body  of  the  University  has  grown 
so  large,  and  the  demands  upon  University  funds  for  the 
instruction  of  students  have  become  so  great  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  finance  the  work  of  the  agricultural  experi- 
ment station  out  of  the  University  millage  tax.  Further- 
more, agricultural  experiment  station  work  does  not  con- 
cern a  University  student  any  more  than  it  does  any  other 
citizen  of  the  state. 

Extension   Work   in  Agriculture  and   Home   Economics 

The  legislature  should  again  be  asked  to  appropriate 
the  full  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  Federal  Smith-Lever 
appropriation.  This  work,  which  is  being  carried  on  in 
every  county  in  the  state,  is  now  reaching  directly  about 
one  half  of  the  total  population  of  Arkansas.  The  back- 
bone of  the  work  is  that  of  the  county  agricultural  and 
county  home  demonstration  agents,  (assisted  by  specialists 
in  various  lines,  such  as  animal  industry,  horticulture, 
poultry,  field  crops,  etc. 

General  Extension 

The  General  Extension  work  of  the  University  em- 
braces all  of  the  extension  work  outside  of  agriculture 
and  home  economics.  It  consists  principally  of  corres- 
pondence courses,  classes  in  various  centers  of  the  state 
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such  as  Pt.  Smith,  Little  Rock,  Batesville,  and  others, 
taught  by  regular  members  of  the  University  faculty,  or 
by  competent  local  teachers  appointed  by  the  University 
for  that  purpose;  the  conducting  of  a  high  school  debaters' 
league;  organization  of  programs  for  women's  clubs;  pro- 
viding of  lectures  and  entertainments  for  rural  centers, 
and  many  other  similar  enterprises.  The  demands  made 
by  the  people  of  the  state  for  work  of  this  kind  are  increas- 
ing at  an  enormous  rate.  The  University  of  Arkansas  has 
never  in  any  year  expended  more  that  $7,000  or  $8,000  to 
carry  on  this  work,  whereas  some  state  universities  spend 
annually  as  much  as  $100,000. 

By  means  of  its  general  extension  and  its  agricultural 
extension  the  benefits  of  the  University  are  carried  directly 
to  all  the  people  of  the  state  who  do  not  or  can  not  come  to 
the  institution  for  residence  instruction. 

Additional  Educational  Equipment  Needed 

Of  no  less  importance  than  the  need  for  new  buildings 
is  the  need  of  a  considerable  amount  of  modern  educational 
equipment.  This  applies  to  the  general  library  and  to  the 
special  libraries  of  the  various  departments;  and  to  all 
the  scientific  departments,  including  geology,  physics, 
chemistry,  zoology,  botany,  and  engineering,  as  well  as 
the  technical  departments  of  the  College  of  Agriculture. 

The  Department  of  Physics  can  not,  with  its  present 
equipment,  give  more  than  the  first  and  second  years  of 
work.  This  means  that  only  elementary  physics  san  be 
taught  in  the  University  at  present. 

The  equipment  of  the  various  departments  of  engi- 
neering is  not  relatively  as  good  as  it  was  twenty  years 
ago.  During  the  past  twenty  years  there  has  been  little 
money  put  into  the  equipment,  with  the  result  that  much 
of  it  has  become  worn  out  and  some  of  it  is  out  of  date. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  recently  authorized  the 
establishment  of  an  engineering  experiment  station.  This 
station  is  intended  to  serve  the  same  purpose  in  the  field  of 
mechanics  and  engineering  that  the  agricultural  experi- 
ment station  serves  in  the  field  of  agriculture.     In  order 
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to  enable  this  station  to  function,  and  to  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  the  state,  the  faculty  of  the  College  of 
Engineering  will  have  to  be  increased  in  number  and 
additional  equipment  will  have  to  be  provided.  There  are 
many  problems  in  the  field  of  engineering  in  Arkansas 
which  could  be  solved  by  a  well  equipped  and  operated 
station  of  this  sort,  and  the  solution  of  these  problems  will 
be  of  very  great  material  benefit  to  the  state. 

Appropriation  Requests 

In  addition  to  the  building  program  outlined  above, 
the  request  of  the  University  for  appropriations  for  the 
biennium  1923-25  calls  for  the  sum  that  will  be  produced 
by  the  millage  tax  for  the  next  two  years  and  for  addition- 
al appropriations  from  the  general  revenue  fund,  or  the 
proposed  severance  tax,  or  some  other  source,  for  branch 
agricultural  experiment  stations.  The  requests  put  in  by 
the  various  heads  of  departments  totaled  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  millage  tax  will  produce, 
but  these  requests  have  been  arbitrarily  cut  down  so  as 
not  to  exceed  the  millage  tax  fund. 

The  budget,  as  presented  to  the  State  Comptroller, 
exclusive  of  buildings,  is  as  follows: 

From    Millage   Tax: 
Salaries  and  personal  services  (Form  C) 
Maintenance  and  operation  (Form  D) 
Additions  and  improvements  (Form  E) 
Miscellaneous  (Form  F) 

Totals  $455,000.00     $525,000.00 

From    General    Revenue    or    Proposed 
Severance  Tax: 
For  Purchase  of  land  for  branch  agricul- 
tural experiment  stations   and   mainte- 
nance of  stations  $110^000.00     $115,000.00 

The   Medical   Department 

Finding  that  it  was  possible  to  secure  the  necessary 
co-operation  of  the  various  hospitals  In  Little  Rock,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  authorized  the  re-establishment  of  the 
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1923-24 

1924-25 

$336,135.00 

$361,135.00 

70,750.00 

79,750.00 

32,615.00 

48,748.25 

15,500.00 

35,366.75 

upper  two  years  of  the  medical  course.  There  is  danger 
in  the  near  future  of  a  serious  shortage  of  physicians  in 
the  state,  especially  in  the  small  towns  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. The  Medical  Department  should  receive  such  ap- 
propriations as  will  enable  it  to  train  the  requisite  number 
of  physicians  to  supply  the  demand.  The  Board  of  Trustees 
has  approved  the  request  of  the  Medical  Department  for  an 
appropriation  for  maintenance  and  operation,  for  the  next 
biennium,  of  $123,550.00.  The  request  is  a  very  modest 
one. 

state  Agricultural    Mechanical  and  Normal  School  for  Negroes 

This  school  is  now  functioning  more  efficiently  than 
ever.  It  should  be  moved,  however,  to  a  suitable  farm 
near  Pine  Bluff,  in  order  that  the  agricultural  side  may  be 
better  developed.  The  appropriation  request,  exclusive 
of  land  and  buildings,  is  for  the  sum  produced  by  its 
millage   tax. 

Conclusion 

The  University  of  Arkansas  is  the  only  state  support- 
ed institution  in  the  state  offering  standard  college  work 
in  arts  and  sciences,  education,  agriculture,  and  engineer- 
ing. In  the  opinion  of  the  commission  that  surveyed  the 
University  last  year  the  state  is  very  fortunate  in  that  it 
has  concentrated  its  higher  educational  work  in  one  insti- 
tution. 

At  the  same  time  the  materiial  development  of  the 
University  of  Arkansas  has,  along  with  the  development 
of  the  public  school  system  as  a  whole,  lagged  behind 
other  states.  In  the  entire  fifty-one  years  of  its  existence 
the  University  has  received  from  state  support  a  little  less 
than  four  million  dollars,  which  is  less  than  one  half  the 
amount  that  some  state  universities  receive  in  one  year. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  and  it  is  not  necessary  that 
Arkansas  should  appropriate  such  sums  for  its  state  uni- 
versity as  are  appropriated  in  some  of  the  more  populous 
and  wealthy  states,  but  several  of  our  neighboring  states 
which  do  not  exceed  Arkansas  greatly,  either  in  popula- 
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tion  or  wealth,  have  in  recent  years  begun  to  build  and 
maintain  first  class  state  universities.  Such  are  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  commission  that  surveyed 
the  University,  and  also  of  the  commission  that  made  a 
survey  of  the  public  schools  of  Arkansas  in  1922,  that  the 
state  has  by  no  means  reached  the  limit  of  its  ability  to 
porvide  funds  for  public  education.  The  young  men  and 
women  of  Arkansas  are  entitled  to  just  as  good  advantages 
in  higher  education  as  are  the  young  men  and  women  of 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  and  the  people  of 
Arkansas  are  just  as  able  to  provide  it  for  them. 

The  most  important  reason,  however,  for  a  state  to 
maintain  a  well  equipped  and  efficient  state  university  is 
for  the  purpose  of  training  leaders  in  the  various  indus- 
tries and  professions.  The  most  vital  need  that  any  state 
can  possibly  have  is  for  a  plentiful  supply  of  able  leaders. 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  best,  and  indeed,  the  only 
sure  means  of  obtaining  these  is  for  the  state  to  train 
I  hem  from  among  its  own  people. 

JOHN  C.  FUTRALL, 
President  of  the  University. 
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